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he was alert, active, observant, moqueur, with a magnetism
"to which he must have owed his unique position. It was
not simply his services to the revolutionary cause that made
him what he was. Zinoviev for his services was installed
President of the Petrograd Soviet and of the Third Inter-
national—big enough posts to satisfy the highest revolutionary
ambition, but he never made good. I never heard anyone
except Kameneff have a decent word for him. With Trotzki
it was different; he also was a Jew, but the Red Army loved
him. I heard few criticisms of him, and those few were insig-
nificant. If at any time he appeared in a box at the Opera,
the whole house rose simultaneously and cheered him. I
was told that his powers of eloquence were miraculous and
that it was he who stemmed the Red retreat when Yudenitch
nearly reached Petrograd and the army was in a panic.
When I saw him he was a tired man and ill, but his person-
ality was nevertheless vibrant.
In spite of the bad light I tried to make some sort of a start.
" Vous me caressez avec des instruments d'acier! " he said
as I measured him with the calipers.
After I had battled against the poor light for four hours he
said I looked tired and suggested I should come the following
evening and try working by electric light, to which I gratefully
assented. Meanwhile he ordered tea and had some with me,
and we talked pleasantly, as one does when the day's work
is done and one can relax. He told me a little about his
wanderings in exile during the War, of how at the outbreak
of revolution he sailed in a neutral ship from the United
States to return to Russia, and of how the British arrested
him and kept him in a Canadian concentration camp. He
emphasized the fact that he was not going to Britain, nor
from a British colony nor in a British ship, and that Britain
had no right to lay hands on him.
" But," with a Mephistolean laugh, " I had a good time in
that camp. There were a lot of German sailors on whom I
worked successful propaganda. By the time I left they were
all good revolutionaries; I still get letters from some of
them/'

